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out of touch with the great world because he had his chair only
in a small university in a provincial city on the Baltic. He
read the newspapers with interest, and indeed avidity, and kept
abreast of current politics. He was particularly roused by the
American Revolution and by the French Revolution, approving
of both. The tragic result upon Europe, however, of the
French Revolution induced him at the age of seventy to engage
on a serious essay for the prevention of war and the perpetua-
tion of the blessing of peace. Zum ewigen Frieden [(Towards
Enduring Peace) was published in 1795.
A German professor of the eighteenth century took his duties
seriously. He was a State official, and though the Prussian
and other German Governments left the professors remarkably
free, an inefficient or idle teacher would not have survived
long. Kant's conscientiousness made him have no need of
official supervision. He was a careful and assiduous teacher,
lecturing every day for two or three hours for six days in the
week, beginning always at 7 a.m. He carried no manuscript
into his lecture-room, but simply the textbook which was the
basis of the lecture course (for instance, the Logik of Georg
Friedrich Meier, of Halle); this he followed page by page,
using minute marginal notes written by his own hand. His
first lecture was a complete failure, as his nerve gave way, and
he found himself with nothing to say; nevertheless, he became
one of the most competent lecturers of his age. He prepared his
lectures with great care from 5 a,m. to 7 every morning; and
without cultivating popularity was always cheerful, serene,
and approachable with the students. His salary was never
more than 600 thalers or £100 a year; but he lived in modest
dignity in, his own house, kept a manservant, entertained two
or three friends to dinner every day (at one o'clock sharp),
and was always neatly dressed. His dothes were not too plain,
either* He liked a dash of blue or yellow about them. He was
foad of conversation; the daily dinner-party to which he
invited his various friends lasted from one to four o'clock,
though it assisted only of three plain courses wilb a 1Mb
wine. At four o'clock he went out for a gentle walk, returning

